
NORTH RODE NEWSLETTER – NOVEMBER 2020 

Nature is doing its best to hang on to autumn with a wonderful display of colourful leaves and flowers 

before winter sets in.  It’s even getting confused, with new shoots seen on honeysuckle and bulb growth 

starting! 

Sick List 

Best wishes to Diane Lowe who hopes to have an 

ankle operation on 30th Oct. so is now self-

isolating. 

Ruth Shaw is at last making progress.  She’s out 

of pain and can walk, but standing is still a 

problem because of a weak leg.  We hope to see 

her back in circulation soon. 

 

Snippets 

 

Network Rail’s Eyesore:  The reason for adding 

monstrous spikes to the fence in Shellow Lane 

adjacent to the Bullgate Lane bridge is 

apparently to prevent people getting on to the 

track.  This seems to be taking risk assessment 

too far and there are easier places to do that.  

They haven’t topped the fence in the UPS drive 

and it adds nothing to road safety while 

detracting from the village landscape, especially 

after recent tree felling on the embankment.   

Please add your complaint to Network Rail at 

(beware wordwrap) https://communications-

crm.custhelp.com/app/ask?var=complaint 

 

Don’t forget we’re offering commercial 

advertising space for a donation to church funds, 

free to magazine advertisers. Contact Marilyn 

Ainslie 01260 223346. 

 

Marton School News 

Dear Friends 

Already we are in October and the school grounds are 

changing with the abundance of autumn colours. I 

always enjoy all the seasons at Marton but there is 

something very special during this time of the school 

year! 

Each class is preparing to video themselves for a 

Harvest Collection of songs and poems and these will 

be sent to families to watch online. We are finding 

creative ways in which to still encourage and maintain 

all the special events at school given Government 

guidelines. 

We will once again be collecting all Harvest gifts for 

New Life Church’s Storehouse as we know this year 

more than ever, many families are relying on food 

support at home. We will take lots of photos when 

their van nicknamed ‘love thy neighbour’ arrives at 

school to collect our donations. 

We held our first Friends and Family (PTA) Zoom 

meeting this week and it was good to see and hear so 

much enthusiasm for the year ahead. We are so 

blessed to have such great support at school and such 

generosity. We are now planning our first online 

Family Quiz night for November. We are also 

promoting The School Lottery, please search for 

Marton School if you would to try your luck and at the 

same time support school. For £1.00 a week this is 

such fun! 

This week we have been discussing the big ‘C word’ … 

not Covid but Christmas and I am pleased to tell you 

that we are still looking forward to several December 

traditions and have been busy planning: Christmas 

lunch, Children’s parties and the ever popular 

Christmas Shop where children can buy their own 

special Christmas presents for their families and 

friends. We will also once again take part in East 

Cheshire Hospice’s annual fundraiser, which is a 

Reindeer Run and will take place at school on Friday 

11th December. 

 

With best wishes for a very special Harvest 

Mrs Nevin J Deakin  



 

November Services 

 
Nov 1st 

All Saints Day 

Flowers: 

Margaret 

Worthington 

11.15 am 

Holy 

Communion 

(CW) 

Led by: 

Reading: 

Revd. Bruce Lamb 

Myrtle Bullock 

Nov 8th 

Remembrance 

Sunday 

Flowers: 

Jerry & Judy 

Howarth 

10.50 am 

Remembrance 

Service 

Led by: 

Reading: 

 

Mr Keith Parrott 
David Emmett 
 

Nov 15th 

2nd Sunday 

before Advent 

Flowers: 

As last week 

11.15 am 

Family Service 

Led by: 

Reading: 

 

Mr Doug Wisener 
Mary Hobson 

Nov 22nd 

Sunday 

before Advent 

Flowers:  

Sheila Kidd 

11.15 am 

Holy 

Communion 

(BCP) 

Led by: 

Reading: 

 

The Rector 

Anne Lever 

        

Nov 29th 

Advent 1 

No flowers 

during Advent 

11.15 am 

Holy 

Communion 

(CW) 

Led by: 

Reading: 

 

The Rector 

Sharon Oldfield 

Dec 6th 

Advent 2 

11.15 am 

Holy 

Communion 

(CW) 

Led by: 

Reading: 

 

Revd. Bruce Lamb 

Geoffrey Allen 

http://www.northrodechurch.org.uk 

Wardens              Mr Norman Bebington 01260 223253 

               Mrs Marilyn Ainslie               01260 223346 

Treasurer             Mrs Lynn Petts  01260 222902 

Secretary             Mrs Diane Lowe  01260 272576 

Magazine            Mrs Marilyn Ainslie 01260 223346 

                              Mrs Shirley Tudor-Evans      01260 223292 

Our church services continue under social distancing 

conditions.  Our thanks go to the flower team who did 

beautiful flower arrangements for our Harvest service 

and we thank talented Rachel Wilson for her harvest 

hymn solos.   

Gawsworth will be holding a Remembrance service at 

their war memorial, but we will have a reduced service 

in the church at 10.50 with a recording of the Last Post 

followed by the two minute silence. 

The Rector’s October sermons: 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=t3g_eRjOEtY&t=13s 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=oCHkUPKr_JM 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=V30B81cFLig 

https://m.youtube.com/watch?v=HVWiMzK3LUU 

 

The Rector's Letter – November 

 

     Over recent weeks some of the news 

reports have been very unsettling.  Many 

areas of the UK, including the North West, 

are now seeing a resurgence of the 

Coronavirus, caused partly by some people 

behaving irresponsibly.  The new "rule of 

six", introduced to slow down the infection 

rate, produced gloomy headlines in many 

newspapers, including "Christmas is 

cancelled" from The Daily Telegraph. 

Whatever the truth of these headlines it is 

inevitable that many people will be feeling 

nervous about the Christmas season and the 

traditional festivities. 

     Many of us find encouragement in the 

words of Scripture, particularly during 

times of challenge and uncertainty.  It was 

only a few Sundays ago that our Gospel 

reading came from St. Matthew Ch. 6 v.24 

in which Jesus tells us not to waste our time 

worrying, particularly about "what we will 

eat…what we will drink…what we will 

wear". As he points out "Look at the lilies 

of the field, see how they grow; they neither 

toil nor spin, yet I tell you that King 

Solomon in all his glory was not clothed 

like one of these."   His words seem so 

relevant for our current times. Above our 

basic requirements, if we have enough in 

order to live, it does not matter what we eat, 

drink or wear. In the great scheme of life 

these things are irrelevant.  What is 

important is that we keep a proper sense of 

perspective and, for Christians, the way to 

achieve that is by focussing on the life, 

death and Resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

     It is absolutely right that we should all 

celebrate and enjoy Christmas. However, a 

Christmas which is not obscured by all the 

unnecessary trappings and excessive 

commercialism might be a Christmas 

blessing for us all that we had not expected.  

     Yours ever, 

     Colin 



From your Italian Correspondents …… 

Ciao Everyone,  

We’re Ann and Geoff Aldcroft and we have lived in North Rode for the past 17 years.  The reason we presume to 

call ourselves your Italian correspondents is that for 

the past 16 years, we have owned a property in the 

Apennines of eastern Tuscany and since Geoff’s 

retirement in 2007, we have spent a lot of time in Italy.  

However, this year has been rather different from our 

usual routine because of Covid 19 and we had to forego 

our Easter visit because of our, indeed everybody’s, 

lockdown.  Fortunately things improved later in the 

summer and as soon as our FCO lifted the ban on non-

essential travel, we were off and managed to spend 

three wonderful months at our Barn.  For various 

reasons, we have now returned home, but sadly just in 

time to find ourselves in another serious Covid 

situation.  

As most will know, Italy suffered badly in the first wave 

of the virus, with serious lockdowns and other draconian measures to try to stem the spread.  If you look at the 

photo, you will see what an incredibly rural spot we are in, but it took just one person in the nearby village to go to 

a trade fair in Bergamo, where they unwittingly picked up and therefore spread the virus within our local 

municipality, which became a ‘Covid hot-spot’.  No one could enter or leave the municipality without written 

authorisation and the police patrolled the surrounding roads to ensure this.  As with the rest of Italy whilst locked 

down, residents could not leave their own premises for any reason whatsoever other than to walk no more than 

200m with their dogs.  If anything was needed, they had to phone a number and stuff was delivered. 

Eventually this appeared to have the desired effect, the total lockdown was lifted and people returned to something 

resembling normal life.  However, the widespread 

wearing of masks – in shops and other busy spaces – 

was, indeed still is, mandatory.  If people travel on 

public transport or in a car with members of another 

household, masks must be worn.  And we know of 

someone who was stopped and fined 100 euros by 

police for not observing the latter rule.  Gloves were 

also required initially, but by the time we got there in 

July, that seemed to have been forgotten by most 

people, other than those handling food and drink.  

We lived a virtually normal life during our recent visit, 

apart from the mask wearing and the observance of 

the 1m social distance where necessary.  That said, we 

felt extremely safe there and were in some ways 

reluctant to return to Britain, which appeared to be 

entering into the tight grip of a second wave.  

Don’t get us wrong!!  Italy is not perfect and the Italians are not usually very good at following rules and doing what 

they’re told, any more than we Brits.  Look at the way they ignore speed limits and zebra crossings!!  But we reckon 

that they all had such a nasty fright at the beginning of the year that they decided that these new rules must be 

followed if they were to avoid a second wave as bad as the first.  The number of infections is starting to rise again, 

probably after they all flooded to the beaches in August, as they do every summer.  Also now the schools and 

universities are back, mainly in the big towns and cities, their youngsters are behaving much like ours.  Their 

economy is being decimated in much the same way as ours and youth unemployment was already a huge problem 

before any of this started.  

It is therefore not all good news and we have concluded that most countries are struggling with this and lockdowns 

and other restrictions will continue to be necessary until – hopefully – a vaccine is found and widely distributed.  

Sadly we can’t return to Italy until at least next Spring, so let’s all keep our fingers crossed that we manage to beat 

this thing soon. 

  



 

       

 

 

 

 

 

Lightech are kindly offering a discount to anyone from the 

village on fireworks which are already about 10% less than 

RRP and better quality than available in most shops. 

 

Congleton & Macclesfield 

Mercury  

June 19, 1858 

 

Congleton & Macclesfield Mercury  

December 19, 1885 


